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marsh, whereon flocks of wild ducks disport themselves among the huge lotus
leaves. I at once set off in that direction with my gun, and my first shot
produced a marvellous effect; I could have fancied myself in Hobinson Crusoe's
island. The birds rose in a dense cloud, almost obscuring the light of the sun,
and were so easily brought clown that I was soon tired of such tame sport; and
the sowars, collecting the game, carried it to my tent, secretly laughing. This was
soon explained, for I had scarcely finished my breakfast when a visitor was
announced, and I found myself confronted by a fat Brahmin, who gesticulated
wildly, declaring that shooting on the lake was against the laws, and that the
village was sahsun, and consequently sacred. T could not tell whether his state-
ment was correct; but I assured him that I had erred entirely through ignorance,
though in fact I had right on my side, as the Eana had given me permission to
hunt in every part of his dominions without any restriction; and as my good
Brahmin did not appear satisfied with this explanation, I ordered him to leave the
camp. It is true that Mynar is sahsun, that is to say, church property; the
priests pretending that they possess it by virtue of a grant made to them by the
legendary Rajah Maudhata, who reigned at Daha prior to Vikra Madytia, and
whose empire extended to the Aravalis. The legend is that this king being at
the neighbouring town of Doundia for the celebration of Aswamedha, or sacrifice
of the horse, desired to recompense the two richis or holy anchorites who had
performed the ceremony; but they refused all reward for their services. He then
had recourse to stratagem, and concealed in the Bira which he presented to tljem
a deed of gift conveying to them the town and estates of Mynar; and the richis,
having accepted the Bira, lost all their miraculous power; whereupon they estab-
lished themselves on their newly acquired lands, and became cultivators of the
soil.

There is not a single state in the whole of Eajpootana of which a considerable
part of the land does not belong to the Brahmins. By carrying on for centuries
her system of monopoly, the church has succeeded in amassing immense riches,
which she jealously guards. Do not the lawj of Menu recommend princes to
bequeath, before their death, all their personal property to the priests ? And do
they not further menace them with sixty years' imprisonment in the body of a
worm, if they dare to appropriate any portion of the church lands ? It would
indeed be hard to exchange the purple for so ignominious a life; but it is pleasant
to quit the world with the assurance that, although you have despoiled your
successors of their just inheritance, at least your own soul is safe. The kings
therefore give liberally, and the church takes good care *to guard her possessions.
Thus in the kingdom of Meywar part of the state revenues goes to the Brahmins,
and the king scarcely dares to appropriate land conceded to the priests centuries
ago, and since abandoned. The district of Mynar contains large tracts of arable
land at present uncultivated, owing to the absence or disappearance of the original
masters. Not content with thus allowing a large portion of their dominions to lie
unproductive, the kings still make new concessions, which drain and impoverish
the country; but this state of things cannot last, and everything tends to show
that the English agents will succeed in surmounting the superstitious feara of the
princes, and that the lands will again be cultivated.

Like the monks of the Middle Ages, who took advantage of the general
ignorance to forge royal charters, the Brahmins of our day employ the same means